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Glad Tidings – October 2019 
 
 
                                           From the Pastor's Desk 
 
     It's been a good three weeks since we rolled in Alice Texas at approximately 1 AM in the 
morning. We had pushed through from Roswell New Mexico, as the novelty of our cross-country 
tour was winding down. I was sure that they’d end up with brain damage from the sheer amount 
of times they saluted the American flag once we were granted entry into the USA. I guess you 
could say the kids are looking forward to become full-fledged Americans! 
We made it, and in fair decent time. 
     As God would have it, our trailer full of furnishings would arrive the very next day. Perfect 
timing! And Immanuel would meet us at the parsonage to unload. Wonderful! 
 
    The landscape is becoming more familiar and I found myself in jeans the other day (even 
though it was 91 degrees). It was 35 degrees back where we’d come from (gross!). We are 
becoming used to this hot humid climate. 
My little brother (a pastor in Georgia) soon phoned and welcomed us to the Deep South, 
“You’re in the Promised Land now boy!” 
 
    There are a lot of good changes for us in coming to Texas. But let me tell you, it’ll all mean 
nothing unless we all make a spiritual dent in Alice. 
We love the cheap fuel, the awesome selection of Spanish food and it ain’t too bad being an 
hour away from the Gulf of Mexico. But if we don’t see Jesus glorified in our new community; if 
we don’t see the Good News draw new brothers and sisters into the Church family, and if we 
don’t see unity flourish in Immanuel, we might as well have just stayed in rainy, snowy Stony 
Plain Alberta. 
    You see, like Christians all over the globe, we are feeling Creation groan. I’m not sure how 
long we have. But we feel the urgency produced by the Holy Spirit, to be what we were meant to 
be, as image bearers of Jesus. To give it our all. To hold nothing back from God. To use our 
talents, resources and experiences to reach the lost. And it’s a message you’ve heard twice 
from the pulpit since we arrived. And it’s a message that should be posted on our fridges, our 
car dashboards or on our office desks. The message is simple and it should produce fruit. That 
message is indeed, “Go For It! Hold nothing back from Jesus!”. Give Him access to every part of 
your life. Fix your eyes on eternity and kiss the apprehension of this temporary existence 
goodbye! Go for it...go for it with God! 

Pastor John 
 
 
 
 



Mission Moment 
By Pastor Bryce Formwalt 
Directo fo Mission Growth 

 

Is God Pruning His Church? 

 Yesterday morning in two consecutive and unrelated phone calls, the person on the on the 
other end of each call made a reference to God pruning the church. I don’t know about you, but 
the topic of pruning doesn’t typically come up in my conversations: not daily, weekly, or even 
monthly! So when it was brought up twice in unrelated conversations within an hour, I figured 
God just might be trying to get my attention! 

Before yesterday, I remember the last time I had a conversation with someone about pruning. In 
early August, I went to visit my dad in Iowa and he had just finished cutting the dead branches 
out of a three-story vine that had been left to grow for several years up the entire side of his 
house. Apparently, a late freeze had killed more than half of the vine, so my dad cut out only the 
dead branches, leaving all the branches that still showed signs of life. And the vine now looks 
terrible, so Dad and I discussed pruning even the living branches to promote new growth and to 
help revitalize the vine. 

It seems counter-intuitive to cut back the little bit of life that the vine has left. Even though the 
growth was uneven and unsightly, it was still life and growth and both Dad and I had a hard time 
even talking about pruning the living branches. But any experienced gardener knows that the 
secret to the most beautiful vines is appropriately timed pruning: living branches are cut back to 
promote healthier, more fruitful growth in the future. 

Jesus told his disciples about how God prunes us in John 15. He says, “I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the gardener. Every branch in me that does not produce fruit he removes, and he 
prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit.” 

In reading Jesus’ words, it seems to me that pruning is essential to healthy, fruitful growth of 
God’s church. Whenever we experience God pruning his church, it will likely seem counter-
intuitive to us at first. We may lament what is going on as God cuts out that which is dead and 
cuts back even that which is alive. Undoubtedly, we experience pain through this process. We 
may look at ourselves and shudder at the unsightliness of the present state of the church. But 
God calls us to trust him in what he is doing to bring about healthy, fruit-bearing new growth for 
the future of his church. After all, it’s his church, his vine … not ours. 

Pastor Bryce Formwalt,  
Director of Mission Growth LCMC Texas District 

 

 

 



Consecration Sunday is Coming! 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not 
view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills.  Rather, such 
congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God.  By supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of 
their incomes. 

Our congregation’s stewardship committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday 
Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in 
our stewardship education emphasis this year.   

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to 
give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive.  
Instead of Treating people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat 
people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  New 
Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in 
response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  During 
morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make 
their financial commitments to our Church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries 
in this community and around the 

world. 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so 
voluntarily by attending worship on Consecration Sunday.  We urge people to attend who feel 
strongly opposed to completing a card.  The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels 
personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.  We will do no home 
solicitation to ask people to complete cards.  During morning worship our guest leader will 
conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making 

their commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the 
Consecration Sunday Team and Council members.  Since we will make no follow-up visits to 
ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit 
everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 

The Stewardship Committee 

 
Member Roster Management Team 

 
Over the years, the church office has been keeping up with members and their information.  
Much of this information is outdated and needs updating.  The Member Roster Management 
Team of Ruth Lindquist, Team Lead, Ann Menking, and Brian Menking have been asked to 
gather and update this information and we need your help.  Before we explain how you can 
help, we would like to share with you why this information is so important. 
 



First, it gives us the ability to care for each other by helping us track member visits.  Each visit 
that the pastor or a lay person makes is logged in with a summary of the visit and when the next 
visit is scheduled.  This helps us to better care for each other and become aware of those 
unique and special needs that we might have. 
 
Second, from a report filtering standpoint, accurate information helps assemble reports such as 
eligible voters, age groupings for Sunday School and Bible study, and other demographic 
reports that might be useful.  Of all the information that we will be asking for, the most important 
will be your birth date.  Nearly every report uses this date as one of the filtering criteria.  Beyond 
that, dates such as baptism, confirmation, affirmation of faith, marriage, address, phone 
numbers, etc. are important and are used as part of the report filters. 
 
So, how can you help?  By filling out and returning a completed information form.  How will you 
receive this form?  On September 22, 2019, there will be a temple talk outlining this project.  On 
September 25, 2019 a mailing to each active member will go out with an information form and a 
self-addressed stamped return envelope enclosed.  The team asks that you return this 
information form by October 11, 2019.  During this time there will be short reminders by a team 
member each Sunday during announcements encouraging full participation in this project. 
 
The Member Roster Management Team is excited about the potential of having an updated and 
accurate roster and how it can help move the ministry ahead.  We encourage each of you to 
take a few minutes and help us update your information.  If you have any questions, please give 
Ruth Lindquist, Team Lead a call at (361) 664-3192 or (832) 846-1067. 
 
Thanks in advance for your participation in this part of the ministry at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church.  God’s blessings on each of us as we seek to do His will. 
 

Member Roster Management Team 
 

Thankoffering 

Thankoffering Service November 17, 2019 

As we collect our Thankoffering we join in a tradition that dates back to the 1800s, when women 
formed “mite” or “cent” societies to fund mission work. Each woman collected at home and 
gathered together to worship and combine their offerings and to offer them up with thanks and 
praise.   We share in that tradition today by gathering together our funds to fund projects of 
Immanuel Women. 

Women of the Church 

John Bartlett Obituary 

John Bartlett passed into God’s Kingdom August 15, 2019 at the age of 90 in Austin TX.  He 
was born on Feb. 25, 1929 in Kingsville TX.  He graduated From A & I and always called it A & 
I.  He was a true Javelin.  He served in the military during the Korean War.  On returning he took 
a job as a natural gas engineer at FESCO INC.  One of the first employees for Bill Finley.  He 
worked there for 38 years.  He married Ruth Krause on Sept.7, 1958.  They were married 61 
years.   



John was an active member of Immanuel serving in many ways over the time he and Ruth were 
members here.  They moved to Austin in 2016 to be closer to their children.    Survivors are his 
wife Ruth, his children David, Steve and Elizabeth, son-in-law Kelly Tjelmeland, grandchildren, 
Ellie Barker, Jenna, Brooke and Kristen Tjelmeland,  nephews Rocky and Terry 
Kneten.  Memorial service was held in Austin on August 24,2019 and he was laid to rest in 
Vernon TX on Sept 7th.  

 
Accountant/Bookkeeper Job Position Posting 

The Council Executive Committee, at its September 4, 2019 meeting, approved the job posting 
for a part time bookkeeper.  This will be a paid position.  Following is the job posting as well as 
the job description.  A resume will be required prior to an interview and can be emailed to 
ilc@ilcfamily.org  attention Brian Menking.  If you have any questions, please contact Brian 
Menking, Church Administrator at (361) 701-6499. 

Accountant/Bookkeeper Job Posting 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a rapidly growing church that provides a safe work environment 
with the latest technology based in Alice, Texas.  We offer the opportunity to grow in faith, to 
help those less fortunate, and become part of a ministry that is alive and exciting. 

The Church: Immanuel Lutheran Church is a family oriented and caring faith family and is 
known for the great care we to our members and staff alike. 

 Our desire to care for our members and those in need offers an opportunity to engage 
beyond simply a job. 

 We believe in the “Great Commission” and through this command we seek to spread the 
“Gospel” and “Make Disciples” to all who will hear the “Good News”. 

The Position: We’re looking for an Accountant/Bookkeeper. The pay range we’re offering is 
$14.00-15.00 per hour and is commensurate with experience. 

Requirements: 

 An associate degree in accounting with 5 years of experience is preferred with 
demonstrated skills in Word, Excel, Sage 50 or QuickBooks, experience with fund-based 
accounting, experience in payroll processing and payroll related IRS reporting and 
preparation of year end employee payroll and vendor reports. 

 
Responsibilities: 
 Enter weekly contributions to accounting software and member records 
 Make bank deposits 
 Process monthly reports for the Pastor and Church Council 
 Preparation of an annual budget for the Council in coordination Stewardship Committee 

Budget Coordinator 
 Process monthly and year end IRS employee and vendor reports 
 Posting of attendance 
 Updating, in coordination with the Member Roster Management Team, the member 

database in 360 Members 



The Location: Immanuel Lutheran Church is located at 1400 N Texas Blvd, Alice, Texas 
78332. This is a great place to live because, friendly people, a short drive to gulf beaches, and 
great sporting and entertainment opportunities.  

Why Should You Apply? 

 The opportunity to become part of a dynamic growing organization. 
 Become part of something that really creates meaning in life. 
 Opportunity to become part of a loving and caring faith family. 
 Opportunity to work in a safe a flexible work environment. 
 
Prayers of the Church: 
God’s Word teaches that prayers in Jesus’ name are powerful and effective.  Please keep in 
your prayers these brothers and sisters who continue to need the Lord’s healing strength: Cathy 
Richter, Ronnie Tate, Diana Shields, Julie Pasley, Yvonne Maldonado, James Appleby, Edie 
Lemon, Kathy Smith, Cameron Zak, and Donna Shipp.  Comfort the families of Gwen Brandt, 
and Darlene Turner. 
 
ALTAR GUILD - Given to the glory of God . . . 
 
ALTAR & ETERNAL CANDLES:  
October – Sylvia Work 
 
COMMUNION ELEMENTS: 
October 6 – Open 
October 20 – Karen & Ray Zepeda in honor of our daughter Jennifer Gonzalez 
 
ALTAR & STANDING VASE FLOWERS 
October 6 – Ruben & Christina Soliz in honor of Ruben’s birthday and praising God 
October 13 – Bert & Laurie Buegeler in honor of Oda & Brady’s birthdays 
October 20 – Open  
October 27 – Linda Benson in honor of Kaden & Kris’ birthdays 
  
Birthdays 
10/03   Andrea Pena 
10/04   Nicole Hayzlett 
10/04   Allan Schulte 
10/04   Ruben Soliz 
10/05   Darrell Kennemer 
10/07   Carolyn Woods 
 

 
10/13   Kris Benson 
10/18   Tessie Colle 
10/18   Camila Gonzales 
10/20   Kandace Fox 
10/21   Jennifer Gonzales  
10/22   Ethan Hayslip 
 

 
10/25   Wolle Huff 
10/26   Joyce Osterloh 
10/28   Saiga Garza 
10/30   Melanie Buegeler 
10/30   Clint Colle 
10/31   Mardella Laskowski 
 

Baptism Birthdays 
10/03   Hannah Hayslip 
10/04   James Shipp 
10/06   Nathan Titzman 
10/06   Parker Titzman 

 
10/07   Alan Gerland 
10/17   James Jochen 
10/25   Chris Bowen 
10/25   Sandra Bowen 

 
10/25   Amanda Garza 
10/25   Jackelyn Pena 
10/29   Kristen Franki 
10/31   Becky Buendel 

Wedding Anniversaries 
10/04 Steve/Dana Maresch 
10/04 Edsel/Alicia Renken 
 

 
10/18   Phil/Gale Keen 
10/21   Thomas/Elice Hayslip 

 
10/30   Eric/Ruth Lindquist 
 

 



 
Council Reports/Agenda 
Always Due 2nd Monday 
of each month by 5:00P 

 

 
Newsletter Information 

Always Due 3rd Monday 
of each month by 5:00P 

 

 
Church Council Mtg 
September 16, 2019 

7:00 p.m. Conference Rm 

 
 
President:  Bill Botard  
Vice Pres: Amy Koenning       
Secretary: Brandy Kennemer      
Treasurer:  Tessie Colle 
Stewardship:  Melba Andersen 

 
Christian Life:  Lori Brauchle 
Communications: Laurie Buegeler 
Education: Sandra Bowen 
Property/Grounds:  Renee Brown 
Worship:  Mary Jan Jenkins 
Youth:  Melissa Slaughter 

 

New Quilting Days 

The Quilting Ladies have changed their days to quilt to the Second and Fourth Friday of each 
month.   They start around 9 a.m. or whenever you can get there.  Even if you can’t tie a knot 
we can find something for you to do; even if it is just to visit with us. We usually go till lunch time 
or a little after that. We are in need of good used sheets or even used light blankets to go inside 
the quilts.  We are also using cotton batting inside the quilts.   If you would like to give a money 
donation to help buy batting, give it to Mardella Laskowski.  

The Quilting Team 

Put Christ Back in Christmas 

Yard Nativities 

We will take orders until September 30, 2019.  There will be a $30.00 non-refundable deposit at the time 
of the order.  There is a limited supply so place your order early. 

A nativity without the two lambs will cost a total of $65.00 and with the two lambs, $75.00.  After expenses 
are paid, the balance will be given to the church. 

After September 30, 2019, left over nativities will be sold at the Fall Bazaar.  

The Lydia Circle 

Policy for Prayer Concern List 
 
When someone is placed on the prayer concern list that is printed in the bulletin, they will be on 
for ONE MONTH unless the person putting them on the list designates a shorter time.  If you 
want someone to stay on the list longer, you will need notify the Administrative office each 
month and place them on the list again. 

The Church Council 
 





November 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 
9a Adult/Children SS 

10a Worship HC at Rail 

4 
5pm Bulletin Info Due 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 

5 
5:30pm Yoga 

6 
5:30pm Adult Bible 
Study 

5:30pm Little 
Lutherans 

7pm Praise Team 

7 
5:30pm Yoga 

8 
9am Quilting 

9 
6pm Youth Activity 
Night 

10 
9a Adult/Children SS 

10a Praise Worship 

11:30a Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

11 
7am Veteran's 
Day/Flags Out 

5pm Bulletin Info Due 

5pm Council Meeting 
Info Due 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 

12 
5:30pm Yoga 

6:30pm Girl Scouts 

13 
5:30pm Adult Bible 
Study 

5:30pm Little 
Lutherans 

7pm Praise Team 

14 
5:30pm Yoga 

6pm Bunco 

15 16 

17 
9a Adult/Children SS 

10a Worship HC by 
Station 

18 
5pm Bulletin Info Due 

5pm Newsletter Info 
Due 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Council Meeting 

19 
5:30pm Yoga 

20 
5:30pm Adult Bible 
Study 

5:30pm Little 
Lutherans 

7pm Praise Team 

21 
9:15am 
Dorcas/Priscilla Circle 

5:30pm Yoga 

22 
9am Quilting 

23 

24 
9a Adult/Children SS 

10a Worship 

25 
2pm Youth Baking 
Activity 

5pm Bulletin Info Due 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 

7pm Lydia Circle 

26 
5:30pm Yoga 

6:30pm Girl Scouts 

27 
5:30pm Adult Bible 
Study 

5:30pm Little 
Lutherans 

7pm Praise Team 

28 
5:30pm Yoga 

 

Thanksgiving Day 

29 30 
 
 
Decorate Church for 
Christmas 

 
 



October 2019
     Reformation Sunday
      October 6, 2019       October 13, 2019          October 20, 2019         October 27, 2019 

Assisting
Ministers

Ann Menking
Kloe Fox

Amy Koenning Tessie Colle Mary Jackson

Communion
Assistants

Mary Jackson
Kandace Fox

Bert/Laurie Buegeler
Sandra Bowen
Wolle Huff

Amy Calvez
Mallori Calvez

Ushers Kenneth Brauchle
Ruben Lassman

Bert Buegeler
Darrell Kennemer

David Heldt
Steve Maresch

David Heldt
Steve Maresch

Acolyte Cooper Kennemer Logan Blanchard Jamie Colle Vera DeReese

Lector Ann Menking Karen Zepeda Clint Colle Jamie Colle

Greeters Chuck/Karen Crawford Karen Zepeda Melba Anderson John Martin

Coffee Makers Wolle Huff Brandy/Darrell Kennemer Bert/Laurie Buegeler Dylan/Lisa
DeReese

Sound Tech Bruce Bowen Bruce Bowen Bruce Bowen Bruce Bowen

Deacons Clint Colle
361-406-0577

Allan Schulte 
361-389-3860

Allan Schulte
361-389-3860

Bill Botard
830-460-1595

ALTAR GUILD:
COMMUNION CANDLES FLOWERS PARAMENTS

October        Sandra Bowen Melba Andersen Laurie Buegeler Lydia Guzman
November Renee Brown Wolle Huff Laurie Buegeler Lori Brauchle

Emergency Contact Numbers:
Pastor: President:
Pastor John Gooch Bill Botard
361-453-2018 830-460-1595



Reminder: Daylight Saving Time changes
at 2 a.m. on Sunday November 3, 2019.  Set
your clock back one (1) hour on Saturday night.

November 2019   

                                   Daylight Saving Time Congregational Meeting
                          November 3, 2019     November 10, 2019     November 17, 2019        November 24, 2019

Assisting
Minister

Ann Menking
Kloe Fox

Amy Koenning Mary Jackson Tessie Colle

Communion
Assistants

Renee Brown
Mary Jackson

Bert/Laurie Buegeler
Amy Calvez
Wolle Huff

Ushers Jamie Colle
Melba Andersen

Darrell Kennemer
David Heldt

Darrell Kennemer
David Heldt

Laurie Buegeler
Brandy Kennemer

Acolyte Cooper Kennemer Ethan Hayslip Mallori Calvez     Austin Kennemer

Lector Mary Jan Jenkins Evelyn Hutchinson Amy Calvez Wolle Huff

Greeters Waldyne Nesloney Karen/Chuck Crawford Bert/Laurie Buegeler Susie Spaniel

Coffee Makers Mary Jan Jenkins Waldyne Nesloney Melba Andersen Allan/Jerri Schulte

Sound Tech Bruce Bowen Bruce Bowen Bruce Bowen Bruce Bowen

Deacons Clint Colle
460-0577

Clint Colle
460-0577

Steve Maresch
668-6445

Steve Maresch
668-6445

ALTAR GUILD:
COMMUNION CANDLES FLOWERS PARAMENTS

November Renee Brown Wolle Huff Laurie Buegeler Lori Brauchle
December Sandra Bowen Melba Andersen Laurie Buegeler Lydia Guzman

Emergency Contact Numbers:
Pastor: President
Pastor John Gooch Bill Botard:
361-453-2018 830-460-1595


